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PREAMBLE

We, the members of Coral Gables Fraternal Order of Police, Walter F. Stathers Memorial Lodge #7 do
hereby agree:

To support and defend the Constitution of the United States and the State of Florida; to inculcate
loyalty and allegiance to the United States of America; to promote and foster the impartial enforcement
of law and order; to improve the individual and collective proficiency of our members in the performance
of their duties; to encourage fraternal, education, charitable and social activities among all law
enforcement officers; to advocate and strive for uniform application of the civil service merit system for
appointment and promotion; to support the improvement of the standard of living and working condition
of the law enforcement profession through every legal and ethical means available; to create and maintain
a tradition of esprit de corps insuring fidelity to duty under all conditions and circumstances; to cultivate
a spirit of fraternalism and mutual helpfulness among our members and the people we serve; to increase
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Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

CONSTITUTION
ARTICLE 1
NAME

This organization shall be known as the Coral Gables Walter F. Stathers Memorial Lodge
#7. Fraternal Oder of Police, and is hereinafter referred to as the “Lodge”.

The Florida State Trustee shall police the trademark of the Order.

The Lodge, by virtue of its affiliation with the Grand Lodge and
the right to use the name, insignia, emblem and mark, trademark or service mark of the
Fraternal Order of Police in order to signify or demote their affiliation therewith. In the
case of Prospective for profit use of the name, insignia, emblem or mark; trademark,
service mark of the Fraternal Oder of Police, or such other use tha

of subordinate lodge in competition with the lodge,
the National Board of Trustees.

e State Lodge, shall have




ARTICLE 2

DEFINITIONS

Section 1 As used herein, the following terms, phrases or words shall be defined as follows:

A. “Elected/Appointed Law Enforcement Officer” shall mean for purposes hereof any law

B. “Full-time employed” shall mean law enforcement officers that are engaged in such employment

C.

D.

enforcement officer who meets the qualification in this Constitution or who by law is exempted
from meeting the minimum training standards.

as their full — time occupation.

7,
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M mbers” shall mean all members of the Lodge that are covered under
{nts with the City Employees Relations Commission (P.E.R.C.)



Section1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

Section 5

ARTICLE 3
CHARACTER

The Lodge is an organization consisting of professional full — time law enforcement
officers.

The Lodge is fraternal organization composed of professional law enforcement personnel
who have joined together for their common good.

The Lodge, shall not strike or by concerted action cause a cessation of the performance
of police duties, or induce other members or lodges to do likewise.

This Constitution shall be the fundamental law of the Order and, with the Rituals adopted
and such By — Laws as may be adopted from time to time, shali gover duct of the
Lodge and all its members. -

of the Lodge. The By — Laws of the Order m ozmulgated,
vote of two ~ thirds (2/3) of the membership voting



ARTICLE 4
OBIJECTS AND PURPOSES
Section 1

A. This organization is formed for the purpose of bettering existing conditions of Law Enforcement
by solidifying their unity and promoting their mutual welfare in this State and nationally through
our affiliation with the National Order.

B. This organization shall have for its object; the mutual welfare of all police officers and the
promotion of fraternal, friendly, charitable and social relations among its members, as well as the
promotion of confidence, cooperation and harmony among the general public and all public
officials; and to support and defend the Constitutions of the United States and the State of Florida;
to promote and foster the impartial enforcement of law and order; ta improve the individual
proficiency of its members in the performance of their duties; to encourag ial,
educational activities among all law enforcement officers; tc
Corps” insuring fidelity to duty under all conditions and circ

efficiency the efficiency of the police profession and thus firmly esta

0 life and prop

Section 2

Section 3 it shall be the duty of this:organizati
officers are upheld

Section 4 The Lodge Officers shall
this organizatig|

Section5

Section 6

)
qgmzed by the Florida Public Employees Relation Commiission, is the
terms and conditions of employment for those members covered
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ARTICLE S

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1 Any regularly appointed or elected and full time employed law enforcement officer of the
United States, any state or political subdivision thereof, or any agency may be eligible for
membership in the Fraternal Order of Police, subject to provisions of this Constitution. No
person shall be denied membership on account of race, religion, color, creed, gender, or
age or national origin.

A. Membership in Coral Gables Lodge #7 is restricted to those Law Enfo rcement Officers who: are
active or retired Police Officers of the Coral Gables Police Department; are active Police Officers
employed in Dade County employed by an agency other than Coral Gables Police Department; or
a Police Officer retired from an agency other than Coral Gables Poli
residence is within Dade County.

Section 2 Subject only to the provisions of this Const

inconsistent herewith.
Application for membership shall
present at a local meeting in which :
may grant or deny membership.

2

Section 3 There shall be two (2) classes of membershi; /,;}ive

A. Active Membershipv
1. Shall include reguls
2. Shall include reti

remai; ned ,//;gf/g/g/od h their state and subordinate lodges after retirement from their
law //// fore " In good standing, shall mean a member who fulfilled all
requ}ij// ip.in good standing in his respective subordinate and state lodges

!Jd@

),

d /;// ding ‘with their state and subordinate lodges.
nly Active memg/ f'a?/zfs herein defined, shall have voice and vote.

mb l%lp shall be comprised of individuals recognized by the Grand Lodge, state

e 70

lodge or saﬁ rférte lodges for exceptional service or contributions to the nation, the state,
political subdivision, the law enforcement community or the Fraternal Order of Police.

B. Honorary V

Section4 No person shall be a member of more than one subordinate lodge at the same time nor
shall any member who is delinguent or who has been suspended by a subordinate lodge
for any reason, be eligible for membership in this lodge until such suspension has been
lifted.



Section 5 The Fraternal Order of Police may deny membership to anyone who is, or has been, a
member of any organization regardless of what name, which advocates the abolition,
destruction or violent overthrow of the government of the United States or any state or
political subdivision thereof.

Section 6 Any active member may be granted a transfer from one subordinate lodge to another
provided that he or she is in good standing, both subordinate lodges agree to the transfer
and the member cannot be active within his or her own law enforcement agency’s lodge
because of collective bargaining law restrictions or geographical location.

Section 7  Specifically excluded are private security guards, special police, members of profit making
security and correctional organizations, auxiliary or reserve police

Section8 No person at any time shall be a member of the auxiliary or associate lodge when they
qualify for membership in the Fraternal Order of Police.




ARTICLE 6
OFFICERS
Section1 The “officers” of the Lodge shall consist of a President. immediate Past President, Vice
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Inner Guard, Outer Guard, Chaplain and Stare Trustee.
Section2 The “Executive Board” shall consist of a President, Inmediate Past President, all Active

Past Presidents, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, inner Guard, Outer Guard, Chaplain,
State Trustee, and any District, State or National Officer elected from this Lodge.

Section3 The “Executive” Board shall have the authority to exercise all dministrative powers of
the Order during the periods between meetings. It shall have the power to act in all
emergencies pertaining to the welfare of this Lodge and its members

Section 4

Section 5

10



Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

Section 5

Section 6

Section 7

Section 8

Section 9

//é

ARTICLE 7
PRESIDENT

The President shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the Lodge. He shall preside at all
meetings of the Lodge. He shall have general management of the business of the Order
and shall see that all orders and resolutions of the Board of Directors and the membership
are carried into effect.

He shall execute any and all contracts that may be authorized by the Board of Directors

and/or the membership.

divided oh ’

//////// have the p %fer to appomt all officers pro tem in the event of absences; to have the power

o call s ¢ al sessions when deemed necessary or upon proper petition by the
membe rslfp as provided by the By-Laws; to convey to his or her successor all unfinished
business of the Lodge. The President shall also have the power to recommend to the
Executive Board to suspend, expel or discipline any member for not complying with the
Constitution and By-Laws of the National, State or Local Lodge, or for not paying the
prescribed dues, or for any conduct unbecoming a member of the Fraternal Order of
Police.

11



ARTICLE 8
IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT

The immediate Past President shall attend all meetings of Board of Directors and shall assist and advise
the President and other officers of the Lodge. He shall execute such arrangements or orders as may be
issued by the President or the Board of Directors.

12



ARTICLE 9

VICE PRESIDENT

Section 1 Duties of the Vice President —

The Vice President shall;

(a) Assist the President in the performance of his duties and, in the absegee?of the President, shall

exercise the powers and the duties of that office. /
{(b) Have the power, with the advice and consent of the membership to a'p_ oint the minority of all
Standing and Special Committees. / '

_

13



ARTICLE 10
SECRETARY
Section 1 The Secretary shall have custody of the books, records, documents, the seal of

the Lodge and office paraphernalia and equipment, under the general orders of
the President and the Board of Directors.

ge meetings, and shall
e next eneral meeting.

Section 2 The secretary shall keep a record of the minutes of all |
submit the same for approval, alteration or rejection a

Section 3
Section 4
Section 5 stodian of the Constitutggﬁ;and By-Laws of
of the'Lodge and the signature
| keep a record of the official
cause them to be properly inserted:
W ,
Section 6 The secretary shal
Capita tax and assessment

|

ref“a/%/ st
> of Secret

. ’/ he seal of the Lodge and all books, documents, records, funds,

K

il ;@/)on of"%he Secretary’s term of office, the Secretary shall deliver to

14



ARTICLE 11

TREASURER
Section 1 The Treasurer shall be the custodian of the ft_mds of the Lodge.
Section 2 The Treasurer shall sign all checks, duly authorized for disbursement of funds.
Section 3 The Treasurer shall keep an itemized record of all receipts and disbursements.
Section4 The Treasurer shall deposit all funds collected in a bank approved by the Board of

Directors and shall maintain direct control over all bank accounts involving the Lodge. He
shall retain in his office a contingency fund of not more than $100.00 f purpose of
paying emergency current expenses. . /

Section5

Section 6

Section 7

Section 8

Section 9

rm of office, the Treasurer shall deliver to the successor all

/

ords funds, supplies, equipment, paraphernalia, etc., and shall

Section 10

o

“In the ever,\t the"Téasurer becomes unable to perform the functions temporarily, the
dge V|ce/% ) esudent shall assume these functlons until such tlme as the Treasurer can
resut //

and By-Laws.

Section 12 The Treasurer shall provide and maintain a supply and a record of pre-numbered,
triplicate expense vouchers accounting for these vouchers at each Lodge meeting.

15



ARTICLE 12
GUARDS

The Guards shall have charge and control of the meeting room. They shall permit only qualified persons
to enter or to remain. They shall assist the President in the execution of such duties as the President may

order.

16



ARTICLE 13
CHAPLAIN.

The Chaplain shall open each Lodge meeting with a prayer. The Chaplain shall close each Lodge meeting
with a prayer. He shall be responsible for reporting all members in “Sick and or Distress” and shall assist

the President at the funeral of deceased members. The Chaplain shall also assist in coordinating the Lodge
Memorial Events.

17



ARTICLE 14

STATE TRUSTEE
Section 1 The State Trustee shall be the Lodge representative to the Florida State Lodge, Fraternal
Order of Police.
Section 2 The State Trustee shall submit a written report to the Lodge President within thirty (30)

days following any State or National Board meeting or conference.

18



ARTICLE 15

DISCIPLINE

Section 1 Disciplinary actions, including but not limited to suspension, impeachment, expulsions
and appeals shall be governed by the By-Laws of the Lodge and be in accordance with the
State and National Lodge By-Laws. The By-Laws and Constitution of the State and National
Lodge regarding discipline will take precedence over the Local L dge By-Laws.

19



Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

Section 5

Section 6

ARTICLE 16

ASSOCIATE LODGE

This Lodge shall establish and supervise Coral Gables Fraternal Order of Police Associate
Lodge #7 A composed of public spirited citizens who are interested in good police
organization, the police officers welfare and the Fraternal Order of Police. Associate
membership in this Lodge shall be highly selective and only persons of good moral
character who are lawfully employed or retired from aregular t 'uvsmess or profession and
whose associations therein are above reproach may be ellglbié for bership. They
shall not be associated directly or indirectly with any person or persons

character or occupation is questionable.

In the organization of this Associate Lodge,
Walter F. Stathers Memorial Lodge #7 is th£ a
and respected as such at all times.

,I,I/,notvlC)eforgo N thatrth / Q};%/Gables

|tted to adopt a Constltutlon and By-laws, not in conflict
orlda State Lodge or the Grand Lodge By-Laws.

in the right to suspend or revoke the charter of the Associate

/7.,/at a regular or speual meetlng where notice of suspension

20



ARTICLE 17

APPOINTMENT OF A PARLIAMENTARIAN AND PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE

Section 1 Except as provided in the Local Lodge, State Lodge and By-Laws, the latest edition of
“Roberts Rule of Order” shall govern the conduct and deliberation of this Lodge during
meetings.

Section 2 The Lodge President, with the advice and consent of the Executive Board may appoint a

todge Parliamentarian.

Section 3 The Parliamentarian shall rule at the request of the Lodge President, or any member of
the Lodge, on all questions of proper procedure. And shall upon a point of order, have the
right to call the Lodge President, or any member, out of order upon a violation of the

Local, State and National By-Laws.

21



Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

ARTICLE 18
ELECTION OF STEWARDS and DUTIES OF A STEWARD

The Stewards shall be the primary liaison between the Lodge and the entity for which the
Steward was appointed to represent. Each Steward shall seek, and shall be provided with
training to assist them in performing their duties.

a. There shall be a pool of Stewards to be appointed by the President with the approval
of the Executive Board to represent all FOP bargaining unit members.
b. The President shall have the responsibility to remove inactive stewards.

Duties of the Office of Steward.

a. Stewards shall attend all regular and special meetings of the ondg_

p%gres f grievances and arbitrations, and

////

rights are not vuofated during internal investigations and

represe atis

Stewa(/ will notlfy the President of any Internal Affairs representations that the

22



Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

ARTICLE 19

CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

All proposed amendments shall be submitted in writing by any two (2) members in good
standing, or the Constitution and By-Laws Committee or the Executive Board. A proposed
amendment shall contain the precise language of the proposed amendment, specifically
setting forth language to be added, deleted and/or revised, and shall identify each and
every Article and Section of this Constitution affected thereby.

Proposed amendments to this Constitution shall be read at two (2) consecutive regular
sessions of this Lodge. Final action shall be taken on the seco dff,reading. Upon adoption
by three-fourths (3/4) of the members presents at the second sessi
session have in attendance a quorum as provide in the BV-L
amendment shall become a part of this constitution. -~

Amendments to the Constitution which areffgéf’s at magnitd‘de/,gr individualmember

concern, can be waived for a vote at a regular meeting, and the vote may be held instead

27

first (1%) res

2,
7
-

23



ARTICLE 20

LODGE DUES, PER CAPITA TAX AND ASSESSMENTS

Section 1 Each active member shall pay to the Lodge dues and Per Capita Tax as stated in the
By-Laws.
Section 2 Active members shall pay all Assessments prescribed in accordance with the By-Laws.

24



ARTICLE 21
LEGAL AID

A member may request and be granted legal assistance or financial aid in accordance with the By-Laws.

25



BY-LAWS
ARTICLE 1
SESSIONS

Section 1 The regular meeting of this Lodge shall be held monthly, on a date, at a place and time
selected by the President, with the consent of the Executive Board.

Section 2 The Executive Board shall meet at least three (3) times a year, in addition to the regular
monthly Lodge meeting. The Lodge President is the Chairman of the Executive Board. Any
action of the Executive Board can be overridden by a majority ote of the general body.

Section 3

Section 4

Section 5

Section 6

special session all active members shall have the right to voice
“questions about any and all issues. Voting rights on matters

f

¢. Absentee voting will only be allowed for those members who are working or who are
out of town at the time of the meeting and all absentee votes must be made on forms

prepared by the Lodge Secretary.

26



Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

Section 5

ARTICLE 2

NOMINATIONS AND QUALIFICATIONS FOR OFFICE

The nominations for election for all elective officers of this Lodge shall be made at the
regular session in the month of November of each numbered year.

Any nominee who wishes to decline his or her nomination shall do so at the time of his or
her nomination or in writing to the President within seven (7) days after his or her
nomination, otherwise his or her name shall appear on the ballot.

No member shall be nominated for more than one (1) office in the same election.

Only members in good standing who have attended not less tha, 5ix {6) regular sessions
over the precedmg twenty-four (24) month period shall be ellglbie for nomination for an

27



Section 1

Section 2

ARTICLE 3
ELECTION OF OFFICERS

The election of officers of this Lodge shall be by secret ballot in the month of December
of each even number year. The date, hour and place of this election shall be selected by
the Executive Board and notice thereof shall be posted on the Lodge bulletin board. The
nominee receiving the largest number of votes for each elective office shall be declared
elected.

The Office of State Trustee shall be elected at a meeting of Lodge Delegates to the State

Conference and announced prior to nominations by the Lodge President or his designee.
The Delegates shall be mandated to elect the State Trustee voted into Office by the
general membership as stated in Section 1 of this Article.

28



Section 1

Section 2

ARTICLE 4

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

The newly elected officers of the Lodge shall be installed by the regular session in the
month of January of each odd numbered year. The installing officer shall be any past
president, State or National officer.

The term of office shall be for two (2) years commencing with their installation in January
and terminating the January two (2) years hence. The office of Parliamentarian shall be
the only office which is not elective. The President shall appoint the Parliamentarian.

29



Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

Section 5,

ARTICLE 5
ORGANIZATION AND COMMITTEES

There shall be established such committees of the Order as the Board of Directors and
the President shall prescribe.

The President and the Vice President shall appoint members to committees in accordance
with the provisions of the Constitution.

COMMITTEES

a. There shall be established certain Standing and Special Commlttees as called for in
the Constitution and By-Laws or as deemed to be needed by the Lodge Board of
Directors. N ~ ,

b. These committees shall consist of a Chairperson and memb rs app inted in

accordance W|th the policy and procedures ofthel dge .

) 'Vice-President with the approval
of all commltt/ées shall expire with the term of the
flmshed business. One member of each committee

Il be, appo ted by the Presﬂ%\t

</ e member, with good cause, as defined under Article 2 Section
tio

ation, subject to the approval of the Executive Board.

3 Collectnf/y/fe Bargaining Committee
'snstance Advisory Committee
Physical Fitness Committee

Insurance Committee

Legislative Affairs Committee

Retired Officers Assistance Committee

30



Section 6

Section 7

Section 8

Section 9

The Membership Committee shall consist of three (3) members. It shall be the duty of this
committee to thoroughly investigate each petition for membership in this Lodge and
determine if the candidate is qualified or unqualified. The committee will present its
findings at the next regular session.

The Labor Management Committee will meet as designated by the current collective
bargaining agreement. There shall be three (3) bargaining unit members on this
committee. No police department divisions shall be represented by more than one
appointee to this committee at any time.

The By-Laws Committee shall consist of three (3) members. It shall be the duty of this
committee to draw up all revisions, alterations and amendments: to the Constitution and

By-Laws of this Lodge as shall be requested by the Presid This committee shall

ascertain that all revisions, alterations and amendments shall ol i

Articles and Sections of the Constitution and By-Laws 0

Lodge.

from each Patrol Shift, one (1)
Technical Services Divisions, and the Pre
who shall Chair the comm)ttee The c/d/r/ﬁ
act as the Recording Secret: 3 y for the com

Bargalnmg efé are responsible for the flow to and from the committee and

7, atherlng ?tlstlcs and information for negotiations. Committee members shall only

atlon, which has been discussed at the table, and not speculate or reveal

communicatlons with the membership and promote unity so that we shall achieve goals
for the betterment of our Department and fellow-members. After negotiations are
ended, and a collective bargaining agreement has been executed, the Coliective
Bargaining Committee shall insure that all contract changes negotiated are incorporated
into ordinance, or rules and regulation form, and implemented by the City of Coral Gables.

31



Section 10 The Legal Assistance Advisory Committee shall consist of five (5) members. Legal
assistance shall be limited to the payment for services of an attorney or other needed
professional to aid a member whose actions which were performed in the scope of a law
enforcement officer and under investigation and for the defense against any discipline or
legal proceedings resulting from said performance of duty. It shall be the duty of this
committee to review all requests for legal assistance. Requests made by members for any
form of legal assistance must first be delivered to the President in writing. The President
will then forward the request to the Legal Assistance Advisory Committee for
consideration. The committee will carefully review requests based on the merits and
circumstances of each individual case and make recommendations to the Executive Board
as to the validity of the request and the amount of assistance to be granted, if any. The
Executive Board will adopt, reject, or modify the committee’s recommendations. Said
actions will be reported to the membership at the next regular meeting. The Legal
Assistance Advisory Committee will set its own guidelines fi
making recommendations. Upon approval by the President or hi

Section11

Section 12

Section 13

/
! Lodge Secretary shall act as Recoding Secretary, recording all
eé? easurer shall have the custody of all commlttee accounts. The

e ing of polltical candidates for possible endorsement, expenditures of any
‘héany other business relative to a Legislative Affairs Committee. The committee
may establish a fund, for its use. All political endorsements and campaign contributions
must be approved by the general membership at any regular or special meeting.

32



Section 14

Local lodge endorsements may only be given to candidates who are seeking an office
whose scope of authority is outside the geographic boundaries of the City of Coral Gables
when an endorsement has already been given to that candidate by the largest affected
level of the Fraternal Order of Police (i.e. District F.O.P., State F.O.P. Lodge, National F.O.P.
Lodge), or when the larger affected level of the Fraternal Order of Police chooses not to
do political screenings and /or make endorsements for that office which the candidate is
seeking election.

The Retired Officers Assistance Committee shall consist of at least five (5) members, one
(1) or more to have retired from regular setvice or service co ected disability from the
Cnty of Coral Gables Pohce Department. One (1) commlttee m ber shall be desngnated

33



Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

Section 5

Section 6

ARTICLE 6

DUTIES OF DELEGATES AND EXPENSES

By virtue of their elective office, the President, Vice-President, Secretary, and State
Trustee will represent the Coral Gables Lodge to the State and National conferences.

The President shall appoint any alternate to fill the vacancy of any delegate who cannot
attend any conference.

Each delegate shall be bound to the mandate of the Lodge and express only the views and
opinions of the delegation as determined by the majority.

Delegates shall attend all sessions of the conference and conduct themselves so as to
bring honor and respect upon the Lodge. '

It shall be the responsibility of the delegates to sub
the regular session following the conferen o

Expenses for the delegates to the State an@gNatio
a regular or special session of the Lodge prior to suc
be paid by the Lodge. '

34



ARTICLE 7
DUES

Section 1 Each Active lodge member, who is currently employed by the City of Coral Gables, will
pay two and one half percent (2.5%) of a starting police officer’s annual rate of pay as
annual dues. The dues shall be allocated to the several funds below:

a. Per capita tax to the Grand Lodge, as designated by the Grand Lodge.

b. Per capita tax to the State Lodge, as designated by the State Lodge.

¢. Three dollars ($3.00) per month will be allocated to the Legislative Affairs Committee
Fund, if established, collected and transferred at least semi-annually, unless the
member executes a designated form that he or she does wish to allocate his or

, the three

dollars ($3.00) will be placed in the general opera
made until the fund balance reaches five thousal

Section 2 Members who retire from the Coral Gabl,
Member shall pay dues in/

pay the National Lo;d e an
oali

Section 3 %m a law enfor
ithin Mlaml—Dade/County, shall pay dues in an amount equal to

)
/f/rs as per Section 2 above. Dues will be disseminated in a like

35



Section 1

Section 2

ARTICLE 8
ASSESSMENTS !

If, under the current labor agreement, between this organization and the City of Coral
Gables, any provisions exist, allowing individual leave contributions to this organization
and its members, then a portion of this allowable leave contribution may be assessed
annually of each F.0.P. member who is currently in the bargaining unit, utilizing a formula
similar to the one listed below for leave assessment. The Lodge Executive Board shall
determine if and when said assessment shall be imposed.

'

Total number Total number Each member’s
of member of current individual
contributable + F.O.P. members = total leave
hours allowed in the

per year. bargaining unit.

The membership of this Lodge may be ass)/é/;Se
thirds (2/3) of the members present at any regu ar_or special
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Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

Section 5

ARTICLE 9
USE AND DIPLAY OF EMBLEM (NAME)

No person, other than a member in good standing of the Fraternal Order of Police, it's
Associate Lodge, or it's Auxiliary, their spouse or child living in the same residence, shall
use or display the official emblem of the organization on any automobile or other motor
vehicle.

The unauthorized use or the abuse of the name or insignia of the Fraternal Order of Police
or the infringement of a trademark thereof by a member shall be grounds for discipline
including suspension, expulsion, or removal from office.

property of the Lodge. -

All emblems as described in Section 3, shall

Lodge.

Any person who is not a member of a
Police or a member thereof, who is u

37



Section 1

Section 2

ARTICLE 10
LODGE ACTION CONCERNING STATE AND/OR LOCAL MATTERS

The Lodge shall take cognizance of all matters concerning and affecting the welfare and
interests of law enforcement officers and their dependents. The Board of Directors shall
take such immediate action as shall be necessary to safeguard their welfare or interests
by providing aid or such other services as may be required.

In matters of purely local scope or concern, the Board of Directors shall provide such legal
or technical advisory service as may be appropriate.
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ARTICLE 11
SOLICITATION

Section 1 This Lodge (F.O.P., F.0.P.A.) shall comply with all Florida State Laws and the Constitution
and By-Laws of the State and National Lodge in reference to solicitation.

Section 2 Failure to comply can result in disciplinary action as stated in the Florida State Lodge
Constitution and By-Laws.
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ARTICLE 12
ANNUAL BUDGET

Section 1 The Annual Budget of this Lodge shall include an estimate of anticipated revenues,
anticipated expenditures, and line item estimates of the needs of the administrative and
operational functions of the Lodge. Line items shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:

a. State Conference and Board Meeting Expenses
b. Lodge Office Expenditures

¢. Committee Expenditures

d. Legal Expenses

Section 2 Any other provision of these By-Laws notwithstanding, the Lodge '//)esﬁéjn,;ashall not

Section 3 nsible val of the budget and all budget

40



ARTICLE 13

VACANCIES

Section 1 In the event of death, resignation, suspension, or the occurrence of a vacancy for any
reason in any elected Executive Board office, except that of President, the vacancy shall
be filled by a majority vote of the Executive Board.
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ARTICLE 14

FORFEITURE OF OFFICE

Section 1 Any elective officer who shall be absent from any three (3) sessions of this Lodge without
just cause, as shall be determined by a majority of the Executive Board, shall automatically
forfeit that office and the vacancy filled as provided by these By-Laws.
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ARTICLE 15
IMPEACHMENT

Section 1 Charges for the impeachment of an officer may be initiated by any- member in good
standing or a Complaint Committee appointed by the President and shall be presented in
writing before the. membership at a regular session for final action. The accused officer
shall be given a copy of the charges against him or herand notified of the session at which
his or her trial will be held not less than ten (10) days prior to the holding of such session.
The accused officer shall be given the right to present evidence in his or her behalf at that
session only.

Section 2 Upon the order of two-thirds (2/3) of the membership hearing charges of impeachment
against an officer of this Lodge, provided such session shall hav

attendance a quorum

Section 3
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ARTICLE 16
SUSPENSION

Section 1 This Lodge shall have the power to suspend any member for any violation of the
provisions of the Constitution and By-Laws or for any dishonorable conduct. In all cases
due process shall be afforded the parties thereto.

Section 2 Automatic Suspensions.

a. Any member in arrears of payment of dues or assessments more than thirty (30) days
and less than ninety (90) days shall be deemed to be dehnquent and not in good
standing.

b. Any member in arrears of payment of dues or assessments more than ninety (90) days

Section 4

Section 5
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ARTICLE 17
EXPULSION

Section 1 This Lodge shall have the power to expel any member for any violation of the provisions
of the Constitution and By-Laws or for any dishonorable conduct. In all cases due process
shall be afforded the parties thereto.

Section 2 Charges for the expulsion of a member may be initiated by any other member in good
standing or by an appointed Complaint Committee and shall be made under oath and
presented in writing before the membership at a regular meeting for final action. The
accused member shall be given a copy of the charges against him and notified of the
meeting at which his trial will be held not less than thirty days prior to the holding of such
meeting. An accused member shall have the right to present evidence in his behalf at that

meeting only.
Section 3 Upon the order of two-thirds (2/3) of the members prg;ént at e regula me aring
charges for the expulsion of a member, provide -Lay 1 ember

Section 4

Section 5 An expelled member sha /
Constitution of the’Lodge,

7
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Section 1

Section 2

Section 3

Section 4

ARTICLE 18
AMENDMENTS

Proposed alterations or amendments to these By-Laws shall be submitted in writing and
read at two (2) consecutive regular sessions of the Lodge. Final action shall be taken on
the second reading. Upon adoption by two-thirds (2/3) of the members present at the
second session, provided such session shall have in attendance a quorum as provided by
the By-Laws, the proposed alteration or amendment shail become a part of these ~ By-
Laws.

Alterations or amendments to the By-Laws which are of such a great magnitude or
individual member concern, can be waived for a vote at a regular meeting, and the vote
may be held instead by balloting at a place so desagnated A yfotion passed by at least
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ARTICLE 19

Section 1 THE LODGE WILL PROVIDE PROOF OF FIDELITY BOND OR INSURANCE TO THE STATE
LODGE. THE LODGE SHALL NOT BE ELEGIBLE FOR FINANCIAL AID OR ASSISTANCE FROM
ANOTHER LODGE OR THE STATE LODGE EXCEPT UPON PROOF OF MAINTNANCE OF SUCH
FIDELITY BOND OR INSURANCE.
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ATTEST

The attached Constitution and By-Laws was last revised effective January 1, 2017 and passed and
adopted by the Executive Board and General Membership.

Witness our hand and seal.

ATTEST

///I ) : <

/" L.

C ol ot
‘,'/ Qe

PRESIDENT

- SECRETARY

EZRVN

CHAIRMAN BY-LAWS COMMITTEE
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